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Comprehensive effective treatment for lymphedema and related disorders
will be accessible to all persons across Canada 



DrDavid Sackett(1934-2015)

DrSackettwas the driving force 
behind evidence-based 
medicine. He taught that the 
best patient care is based on 
the best scientific evidence, and 
not on tradition, expert 
opinion, conventional wisdom 
or wishful thinking.

CMAJ June 2015



Content

ÅThe lymphedema situation in Canada

ÅInfluences on our practice

ÅFocus on cost-effective care



THE LYMPHEDEMA PROBLEM 
IN CANADA

ÅLack of awareness

ÅLack of research

ÅInsufficient education

ÅNonexistent or inadequate clinical 
services...



Services in Canada are still in the rudimentary 
stage, and have faced challenges in becoming 
accepted.

There is very limited coverage of lymphedema 
therapy  as part of CanadaΩs universal government-
funded Medicare scheme.  

In Quebec it is limited to reimbursement of  one set 
of compression garments per year.  Intensive CDT is 
not covered.



CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΧΦ



Following ovarian cancer 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΧ
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